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Our District Lens
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On October 5, 2018- 

Representatives from 
Elementary, Middle and High 

School came together to 
evaluate MHUSD student data 
and work together to create a 

district lens to use as we 
evaluated publisher 

presentations based on our 
student and teacher needs.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yKHT6DRgRBz8NgObMN6-OIBLFam5WiESxWcFoNa0k3M/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yKHT6DRgRBz8NgObMN6-OIBLFam5WiESxWcFoNa0k3M/edit


Publisher Presentations
October to December 2018-

Four publishers came to the MHUSD District Office 
to present their curriculum to all attending teachers. 
Teachers evaluated each curriculum based on the 
District Lens and turned in their scores and 
comments to Julia Cook.
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December 10, 2018-

Based on the evaluation documentation 
(District Lens) the High School Science 
Teachers made a decision to pilot the 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt instructional 
materials in February 2019. 

They also agreed to Prescreen the 
following textbooks in late May: Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) and Biozone.
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Late December 2018-

California released the CA NGSS 
TIME Toolkit; an evidence based 
process to assist districts in 
evaluating and adopting instructional 
materials to meet the needs of 
students and teachers in their 
district.  



February 26, 2019-

High School teachers were trained and began 
piloting the HMH instructional materials.
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May 20, 2019-
12-15 High School teachers used the State Toolkit to Prescreen both 
HMH and Biozone materials. The Living Earth teachers decided to 
pilot Biozone in the Fall 2019.



Prescreen Rubric
Rubrics Scores: 1, 2, or 3

Criteria HMH Biozone

Use Phenomena/Problem 1 3

Presence of Logical Sequence 2 3

Students are Figuring Out 2 3

Three-Dimensional Performances 2 2

District Needs 
(EL, SPED, Advanced Learners) 2 1



Teachers began piloting Biozone in 
August 2019.

Oct 4, 2019-

Living Earth teachers came together to discuss 
next steps in the adoption process. At this time 
they determined that Biozone would not meet 
the needs of our students in the district.
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The High School 
Living Earth 

Teachers would like 
to recommend 

HMH for Science 
Adoption.

10



● Aligned to the California NGSS Instructional Segments
● Supports for 

○ EL students (Integrated and a Designated ELD book)
○ SPED students (MTSS Tier Supports)
○ Advanced/Gifted students
○ Designated ELD book complete with sentence frames and content 

scaffolds relating to ELPAC levels
● Text can be translated into multiple languages
● Online supports and components to allow for student 

monitoring
● Embedded Engineering projects
● CAST Readiness Assessments available

Why HMH?
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Vote from Living Earth Teachers



Curriculum Council Vote
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Questions?
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